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Ethical Issues in Information Technology
	The new world of technology is undeniably questionable in terms of ethical consideration when using information technology. Many problems result from using information technology despite the benefits that organizations in various sectors reap from it. It is inevitable not to use information technology in daily operations of an organization or a company and thus the important thing is to be aware of the ethicality of the technology (Capurro, 2018). Familiarizing with the ethical issues facing the use of information technology helps to make decisive decisions on how to protect the organization's information and its overall well-being. Literature will discuss the various ethical issues in information technology namely, privacy, digital ownership, data gathering, security liability and access costs and developing a policy using the utilitarianism and social contract theory to deal with each of them.
Privacy
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Privacy has become a main issue in using information technology to most of the companies. This has become a critical part more so when it comes to storing and protecting the customer’s information. The companies are so keen on who access the information as unauthorized hands can end up ruining the relationship between the company and its customers. For that reason, the companies using the utilitarianism approach should be cautious in the way they handle customer’s information and the security of the information. Companies should make positive efforts towards protecting their customers’ information and ensuring that only the authorized hands access it. What has made privacy to be an issue in information technology is due to the less concern being placed on agreement on privacy and clarity. Again, use of internet webcams has interfered with privacy where many companies have been victims as hackers just turn on webcam of any computer and access the company information (Hansson, 2017). Also, at individual level, connecting with friends on social media platforms has created a loophole where your friends can access your shared life, for instance, photos and end up sending to people who are not your friends. This ends up one information landing to people with bad intentions of which is very risky, for example, celebrities who their personal life is at stake. 
Digital Ownership
	The second ethical issue in information technology is the issue of digital ownership. Nowadays digital mediums allow information to flow freely thus bringing the conflict over ownership. As a result, many people and companies have tended to shy from information technology use as long as preventive measures are placed to clear the confusion towards ownership (Capurro, 2018). From various scholars using the utilitarianism approach, there is need to strengthen digital ownership where permission to access certain information must be verified by the owner. However, in most cases, this is not possible. On the other hand, the owner of the information should have the ability to allow or revoke rights over the information. For that reason, digital ownership should not be taken for granted as gaining control over information is a crucial matter which will not only help companies preserve their competitive edge but also their reputation.
Data Gathering
	Data gathering also becomes a critical issue in information technology. For instance, in some countries such as the United States, the government has the right to access one's information. Now the question comes to what extent does the government needs to? Using the social Contract Theory Approach companies should access their employees’ information as long as they are under the contracts. Now, this becomes a tricky situation as there are issues that the company does not need to know about the employee. With permission to access personal data, there is need to establish some limits to what extent a company or the government should access individual information without their consent (Kernaghan, 2014). It is worthy to note that need for restrictions to data gathering does not give individual permission to preserve suspicious information but grants them the right to privacy for purposes of their reputation.
Security Liability
	Security liability also comes in. Despite the digital network systems being highly computerized to increase surveillance and protect critical information, the question of inherent risks is a matter of concern. Researchers relying on Contract Theory Approach towards information technology have raised concerns on the need to establish the limit of the risks and how freedoms are to be fortified (Goodman, 2015). With this individuals will be willing to store their information on the internet knowing that their information is safe. The reason why security liability is the main concern comes from the cases recorded in the past where employees’ information was being exposed to high risk of being interfered with hence making companies fear use of information technology in their operation beyond certain points.

Access Costs
	The other ethical issue in information technology is access costs. The issue of net neutrality has become a main concern prompting companies to come up with tiered access hence Contract Theory Approach coming in. At this juncture with tiered access, anyone willing to access should pay for that case hence keeping away intruders. The same issue should be proposed in private internet usage since cost is prohibitive which ends up impeding the business growth, entrepreneur culture and individual expression (Hansson, 2017). From views from different users, it seems to help as the access costs more so in accessing private information about companies or individuals that keeps the information more secure and not interfered with. It is worth to note that several states have approved establishing the access costs in accessing private information more so to those parties that are not allowed to access by the law.
	In summation, having discussed various ethical issues in information technology namely, privacy, digital ownership, data gathering, security liability and access costs, it is clear that information technology has a long way to go as far as its full acceptability to users is concerned. However, much focus on the ethical issues in information technology may limit an organization or users from reaping the benefits from the same. Therefore, there should be a balance between ethical issues and how users benefit from information technology. Again, the government and the relevant stakeholders towards information technology should join hands and try to resolve the ethical issues in information technology for maximum benefit in this evolving world.
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